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Equipping the church 
to host survivors of 

modern slavery

A guide to how your church can respond
“We think that it’s important that hosts are rooted in church communities.  Even a relatively small church has 

considerable resources to provide support to hosts and guests.  We know from our own experience of hosting that 
support from our church, both practical and emotional, has been invaluable.  Many different relationships are formed 
in church communities and some of those relationships will be a natural place for guests to connect with family life and 

rebuild their lives.” (David Price, Alma Church Bristol)



“Hope at Home is a home that has a great passion for 
human beings.  And people who come in after I have left 
will be able to keep their hope moving.” - Male guest from 
Romania

“I experience a lot in Hope at Home.  Coming to this 
place has given me a breakthrough to the situation I 
have.” - Female guest from Nigeria

“The biggest thing I receive from my host family is love, 
they give me more than love, they give me more than 
words can say.” - Female guest from Thailand

“Thank you for your kindness, welcoming me to your 
home, great hospitality and for the love which I will never 
forget in my entire life.” - Female guest from Kenya

40 million 
worldwide*

£100 billion++ industry - people 
can be used more than once

1 in every 492 people in 
the UK are in slavery

136,000 estimated in the UK 
at any one time*

6,993  rescued 
in 2018

34% re-
trafficked 
globally

*Global Slavery Index

“It’s amazing how being 
part of a family can have an 

impact. She remarked on the 
family often and how blessed 
we were. And actually that is 
really encouraging for us, to 
stop and realise how blessed 

we are. Even after family and 
sibling arguments, when you 

can feel you’re doing a bad 
job ... M seemed to find that 
normal and a natural sign of 
family life and trust, and not 
arguments of significance or 

harm. So thank you again, so 
far it has been a positive two 

way experience.” Anna



Jesus’ mission to proclaim and demonstrate the good news to the poor and freedom 
for those in captivity is what we are all about.

For the last four years we’ve relentlessly pursued our vision to end the cycle of human 
trafficking in the UK and equip and enable the church to host survivors across the UK. 

Our BIG vision is to partner with churches and support agencies across the UK, 
increasing every year the amount of stable homes we are able to offer survivors.

Will your church partner with us to restore dignity and rebuild lives, bringing hope and 
love to some of the most marginalised people in our communities?

Jared & Helen Hodgson

“Called to be the hands and feet of Jesus”

“As a church family we are committed to serving the marginalised and one of our key values is being “Friends with 
the poor”.  Hope at Home is living this out in our community and across the nation as they welcome disadvantaged 

individuals into homes, families and church communities.”   
(Steve Vincent, Gracechurch Bromsgrove)



Today there are more people in slavery (including human 
trafficking) than during the whole period of the African 
slave trade.

Meet Sarah. Before being placed with Hope at Home, 
she was isolated, anxious and too scared to go out of the 
house.  She is now living independently, has a job and has 
supported another guest within our scheme.  

Combining the Hope at Home model with the compassion 
of the local church transforms lives like Sarah’s.  In the 
last year we have hosted a number of survivors of modern 
slavery, watching their lives rebuilt and dignity restored 
before our very eyes.

We believe the call of the church is found in Isaiah 58 & 61.  

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: 
to loose the chains of injustice 
and untie the cords of the yoke, 
to set the oppressed free 
 and break every yoke?

Is it not to share your food with the hungry 
and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter – 
when you see the naked, to clothe them..”

We’re called to care for the poor, set the oppressed free 
and welcome the homeless into our homes.  God sets the 
lonely in families and we see their lives restored.

Transforming lives
creating hope

“We are a church partner with Hope at Home because 
modern day slavery is on everyone’s door step, but 

often we can feel helpless in knowing what to do. Hope 
at Home offers our church a practical way to respond, 
through prayer, giving and hosting, so everyone can 

get involved at some level. Hope at home is a tangible 
reflection of God’s heart, restoring and rebuilding 

lives one at a time.” 
(Graham and Nicola Bayley, 

NewSong Community Church)



Become a Church Partner!
There are two levels of partnership with us, dependent on whether members of your church are hosts.

What we’ll do:

• Provide in depth training, DBS checks and 
ongoing support for hosts.

• A careful and thorough referral and matching 
process to connect hosts with survivors.

• Support for survivors via one of our many 
partner agencies – see details at http://www.
hopeathome.org.uk/our-partners 

• Ongoing regular supervisions for our hosts with a 
trusted and experienced Psychotherapist. 

• Speak at your events (subject to availability).

• Cover the running costs of the scheme.

We have an experienced Board of Trustees and a highly 
respected reputation:

“Fantastic organisation and service – I am not sure what 
we would have done without this as our client was in 
crisis and at real risk of becoming street homeless and 
therefore being abused or re-trafficked.” – Adavu

What your church will do:

• Pastorally support the host family.

• Communicate with the Hope at Home team.

• Book an annual Hope at Home Sunday inspirational 
talk if required.

• Set up a prayer support team for the hosts & guest.

• Befriend the guest if needed.

• Pray for Hope at Home and share the monthly 
newsletter.

• Spread the word about Hope at Home via church 
networks.

How much will it cost? 
If financially possible, we ask that you support the hosts 
with expenses incurred by hosting at up to £50 per 
week.  These include extra costs for the survivor such as 
food, travel, toiletries and clothes.

Will we need to run another project? 
No!  We run the project so there is no extra work for 
you.

HOST CHURCHES PARTNER PROGRAMME:

FRIENDS OF HOPE AT HOME:
We will speak at your events and provide regular 
updates so that you can commit to joining us in prayer, 
giving and sharing about our work.

If you would like to book a speaker for your church for 
a Sunday presentation – please contact us.

Want to take the next step?
We’d love to answer any questions or talk with you 

further about your desire to be involved.  
We are happy to visit you and are ready and 

waiting to hear from you!

07877 447 341  |  info@hopeathome.org.uk



Anwuli lost her husband 20 years ago and found herself 
living in poverty with three hungry children.  After 
doing odd jobs and relying on the generosity of friends, 
she decided to take up a job offer in the UK to pay 
for her children’s education.  Arriving in the UK, her 
passport was removed and she was forced to work in her 
employer’s home, looking after their children and house, 
with long hours and no breaks.  The wages she hoped to 
send home to her children never materialised.

Anwuli was a domestic slave for ten years before 
a member of the public alerted police to her living 
conditions.  Sadly, instead of being recognised as a 
victim of human trafficking, she was arrested and 
detained in an immigration centre.  Highly traumatised 
in the immigration centre, she wanted to end her life.  
Thankfully, she was picked up by the Salvation Army, 
referred into the National Referral Mechanism and 
taken to a safehouse.

Unfortunately, Anwuli’s sub-standard legal advice led 
to her receiving a negative conclusive grounds decision.  
She had just a few days to leave the safehouse and knew 
nobody else in the UK other than her traffickers.  She 
had no money and wasn’t able to access benefits or 
employment.

Her safehouse support worker referred her into Hope 

at Home and we were able to place her with a family.  
Within a few weeks, Anwuli was laughing, joking and 
dancing in the kitchen with her new hosts.  She started 
helping out at a community kitchen drop in once a week 
and then volunteering at a local charity.  She made 
friends and found purpose.  She enjoyed Christmas  and 
Pancake day for the first time.  Her hosts helped her to 
find better legal advice and support from Kalayaan, a 
charity dedicated to supporting domestic workers, and 
she began to hope for her future again.

Her safehouse support worker described Hope at Home 
as an ‘invaluable service’.  Her Kalayaan caseworker 
said: 
“Hope at Home is the only charity I am aware of which 
supports vulnerable victims of trafficking who were 
required to exit a mainstream support and therefore 
your services are so vital. Anwuli is extremely vulnerable. 
She endured several years of abuse and exploitation and 
she is still very much affected by these experiences. If 
not for your support she would almost certainly fall back 
into abuse and exploitation and she would have been 
re-trafficked by another perpetrator. Having a stable 
home and the support she has received from you has put 
Anwuli on her way to recovery. She is now much more in 
control of her life and has a more positive outlook.”

Anwuli’s
story


